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St Mary’s University Policy on Admission with Advanced Standing
1. Purpose
This policy explains how St Mary’s University admits students with advanced standing. In line with the UK Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) Quality Code for Higher Education, the University recognises prior learning where it is equivalent in academic level, credit volume, content, and learning outcomes to parts of its programmes.
2. Scope
This policy applies to all applicants seeking admission with advanced standing to undergraduate and postgraduate taught programmes at St Mary’s University. It should be read alongside the University’s Academic Regulations and any programme-specific requirements.
3. Regulatory and Quality Framework
Admission with advanced standing is guided by the following frameworks and requirements:
1. The QAA Quality Code for Higher Education, including guidance on admissions, assessment, and recognition of prior learning
2. The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies (FHEQ)
3. Relevant professional, statutory, and regulatory body (PSRB) requirements
4. Forms of Prior Learning Recognised
St Mary’s University will consider the following types of Accredited Prior Learning (APL). This may also be referred to by some Higher Education Institutions as Recognised Prior Learning (RPL) 
4.1 Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL)
Formally certificated higher education learning, including credits or qualifications awarded by UK or international institutions, mapped to the relevant FHEQ level and achieved within the previous five years only.
4.2 Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning (APEL)
Learning gained through work, professional practice, or life experience that is not formally certificated, but assessed by the University against relevant learning outcomes. Whilst there is no time limit on the suitability of the work experience presented, the student will be responsible for satisfying the relevant Admissions Manager and the Course Lead of their suitability for the course and will be asked to provide evidence to support their application.   
4.3 Credit Transfer
Credit awarded by UK higher education institutions at the same academic level, in line with QAA guidance on credit accumulation and transfer. This would normally apply to Undergraduate students transferring directly into Levels 5 or 6 having successfully completed the preceding levels of study at another HEI
5. Admission with Advanced Standing
5.1 Admission with advanced standing allows applicants with relevant prior learning to enter a programme beyond the normal starting point and/or receive exemption from specific modules.
5.2 Applicants must provide an official transcript showing credits gained on any previous course, along with module outlines for modules for which exemption is requested. Applications will be assessed by the relevant Admissions Manager and the Course Lead for the course the student wishes to join. 
The Course Lead will assess whether the prior learning matches the published learning outcomes as outlined in the relevant St Mary’s module or programme specifications. Once the Course Lead has ascertained that the required standards have been met, they should confirm their decision to apply APL to the relevant Admissions Manager for entry onto the student record.
 Any prior learning outcomes should be deemed to be the same or at a higher level as those being taught at St Mary’s University.
5.3 Where exemption is not approved by the Course Lead as not meeting the correct requirements, or where the prior credits or qualification are deemed to be ‘out of time’ (see 6.4) this decision will be communicated to the applicant by the relevant Admissions Manager.  This decision should be considered as final unless any new information can be provided to the Course Lead which may lead them to review their original decision.  The relevant Admissions Manager will then notify any change of outcome to the applicant.  
5.4 Students applying to join the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) or Professional Doctorate (Prof Doc) may be eligible to apply for the transfer of prior credit.  This decision is undertaken by the St Mary’s University Research department and subject to Regulations for Research degrees. 
5.5 This policy does not apply to entrants to the St Mary’s School of Medicine.  No advanced standing, Accreditation of Prior learning (APL) or inter-school transfers are permitted into the MBBS
6. Principles
In accordance with QAA guidance, the University applies the following overarching principles:
· Decisions are based on learning achieved, not on where or how the learning took place
· Prior learning is assessed against academic standards and course learning outcomes
· Processes are transparent, consistent, and fair
· Credit is awarded only where clear equivalence can be demonstrated
6.1 For UG programmes, applicants who have only partially completed previous years of study will not usually be granted admittance unless at the discretion of the Course Lead and the Relevant Admissions Manager. In such cases students will be expected to complete any missing credits at St Mary’s University.  See 7.1. 
6.2 For PGT programmes, exemptions apply only to taught modules; the dissertation or equivalent independent project must normally be completed at St Mary’s University. 
6.3 Exemptions may be granted for whole modules only.
6.4 APL or exemptions will only be awarded for study completed within the last five years. The date the student started the module applied for as an exemption will be considered to be the commencement date of the maximum time period. 
6.5 Where PSRB requirements do not permit credit transfer, any request to do so will be declined by the University
7. Undergraduate Admission with Advanced Standing
7.1 Eligibility and Assessment 
Applicants to Undergraduate courses may apply for advanced standing based on prior study or learning completed at another recognised Higher Education Institute or previously at St Mary’s University on the basis of the following. 
· Students entering FHEQ Level 4 having taken a FHEQ Level 3 Foundation year should have a total of 120 credits at Level 3.
· Students entering FHEQ Level 5 should have achieved a total 120 credits at FHEQ Level 4. Entry may be permitted by exception where students have achieved a total of 100 prior credits at FHEQ Level 4..  
· Students entering FHEQ Level 6 should have achieved a total of 240 credits at FHEQ Levels 4 and 5. Entry may be permitted by exception where students have achieved a total of 100 prior credits at FHEQ Level 5.
· Where students have completed a Foundation Year at Level 3, these credits will also be counted in addition to those listed above.  
8. Postgraduate Admission with Advanced Standing
8.1 Eligibility and Assessment
Applications for recognition of prior certificated or experiential learning for entry to Master’s or other postgraduate programmes are assessed by the Admissions Team, with academic advice from the Course Lead. Prior learning must meet learning outcomes at FHEQ Level 7.
8.2 Maximum Recognition of Prior Learning
The maximum amount of recognised prior learning permitted is:
· Postgraduate Certificate: up to 30 credits
· Postgraduate Diploma: up to 60 credits
· Master’s Degree: up to 90 credits
· PGCE: up to 60 credits
9. Study Abroad
Students participating in Study Abroad or Exchange programmes must have their overseas modules approved in advance by their Course Lead to ensure alignment with their St Mary’s University course, and course and any St Mary’s learning outcomes. On returning to the University, the student must provide a transcript from their host institution to Registry, and any credits will be imported into their student record. 
Any module marks achieved during Study Abroad do not contribute to the final award classification, which is calculated using module grades obtained only at St Mary’s University.
10. Credit Accumulation and Award Classification
10.1 Use of Recognised Credit
Credit awarded through APL, APEL, or credit transfer counts toward the total credit required for an award but does not contribute to the final award classification.
10.2 Determination of Classification
In line with QAA guidance, the final award classification at both PG and UG levels is based solely on the overall module marks of modules completed at St Mary’s University.
[bookmark: _GoBack]10.4 Exceptions
The Academic Registrar, in consultation with the Course Lead and the Relevant Admissions Manager may approve exceptions where academic standards and the integrity of the award are not compromised. The decision of the Academic Registrar is final and there is no right of appeal. 
11. Roles and Responsibilities
· Relevant Admissions Manager: assesses applications for admission with advanced standing
· Course Lead: provides academic judgement on equivalence of level and learning outcomes
· Academic Registrar: oversees regulatory compliance and approves exception
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