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Research Degree application process

Our PhDs, MPhils to PhD pathways and PhDs by Published Works have two intakes each year -early October and early February. Our Professional Doctorates have one intake each year which is early October.

We operate a rolling admissions process throughout the year – if your proposal and application are approved by the research lead and Research Degree Committee (RDC), then your offer will be for the next available intake for your chosen course.  The RDC meets seven times throughout the year.


The application process is made up of two stages.

Stage 1
Please complete our online stage 1 application form where you will need to provide details about yourself and upload a copy of your CV and research proposal or personal statement and a publication list if you are applying for PhD by Published Works (see below for more details of what is required).

https://stmarysuniversity.formstack.com/forms/research_application

Once received this will be reviewed by the relevant course lead for your research area and it is likely that they will want to conduct an interview to discuss your proposal in more depth.

If the course lead believes that your proposal is suitable and in a research area we can supervise then your application will be put forward to be discussed at the next available Research Degree Committee for final approval.

Stage 2
At this stage the admissions team will contact you to ask for the following:

Copies of your official and final transcripts and certificates for your post-school qualifications i.e. Bachelor Degree, Master’s degree etc

Contact details for two referees to support your application – if you have been in education within the last 5 years then at least one must be an academic reference from your most recent institution. References must come from professional email accounts as we cannot accept references from generic accounts such as gmail/Hotmail etc.

A copy of your passport

If you do not have a UK/Irish passport but are living in the UK then we will need a share-code to verify your current immigration status

If the RDC approve your application and we have received and verified all the requested documents then the admissions team will issue an offer email for the next available intake of your chosen course.

You will need to accept the offer via your applicant portal and if you need a student visa to study in the UK you will need to pay an £8,000 deposit before the international admissions team can issue your Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) to support your student visa application.

What you need to upload at Stage 1 – further details

Professional Doctorates
A 1000-word outline of your professional context and possible areas of research that offer potential for you to demonstrate how the research could transform your practice.

PhD/MPhil to PhD
As part of the application for admission onto our MPhil and PhD programmes, you must prepare a research proposal outlining your proposed area of study. Your proposal should be 3,000 – 4,000 words.

A research proposal is a concise and coherent summary of your proposed research. It outlines the general area of study within which your research falls, referring to the current state of knowledge and any recent debates on the topic and sets out the key issues or questions that you intend to address.  The research proposal is the most important part of your PhD application. It gives you an opportunity to demonstrate that you have the ability for postgraduate level research, for example, by demonstrating that you can communicate complex ideas clearly, concisely and critically within the required timescale.  We do not expect the proposal to be perfect. However, we refer to the research proposal to help us decide whether you would be a suitable candidate to study at MPhil/PhD level and assess it on its quality, originality and coherence. The proposal also helps us to match your research interest with an appropriate supervisor. You may wish to explore our staff pages and contact member(s) of staff you would like to work with to discuss your proposal prior to formal submission.  

Please read and follow the guidelines below carefully. Your proposal should be 3,000 – 4,000 words long using the following sections: 

1. Title – This is a provisional title for your intended research. You will be able to revise your title during the course of your research if you are accepted for admission. It should be simple, descriptive and informative, identifying the topic and/or approach that will be taken. Please include your name and if you have developed the proposal with a member (or members) of our staff, please include their name(s) too.  

2. Background to your proposed research – You should provide a background to the research area that you aim to explore. You should provide a short literature review in which you will discuss your proposed research within the framework of the existing literature, demonstrate that you understand the theoretical underpinnings and main debates/issues in your research and how your research will make an original and important contribution to the subject. Ideally, you should be able to demonstrate how your proposed research fills a gap in the literature, contributes to existing knowledge in your field and demonstrates scholarly integrity.  

3. Research question and objectives – You should discuss the central aim(s) and questions that will guide your research. The research aim(s) and objectives determine the scope, depth and the overall direction of the research. You should emphasise what you ultimately want to achieve with your thesis, complemented by focused and feasible objectives i.e., the steps that you will take to answer each of your research questions.  

4. Methodology/Methods –You should introduce your overall approach to the research. Depending on your discipline and approach, you might begin with a discussion of the rationale and assumptions underpinning your methodology (i.e. key July 2022 v1 (SAHPS) concepts, paradigms, ideas). Then you should outline, how you plan to conduct the research (i.e., different studies included in the PhD) and the data sources that you will use. You should discuss the type of empirical research (statistical work, interviews, ethnography, surveys etc.) that you will be doing and how you are going to collect and analyse data. You should discuss the methods that you will use for each phase/study of the PhD and why the proposed methods are particularly advantageous or appropriate for answering the research questions. You need to consider and justify the context of the research, as well as the participants (e.g., individuals, small or large groups). 

5. Expected outcomes/benefits and/or impact- You should briefly outline the potential outcomes of your project and indicate the impact of your research on existing knowledge and understanding in your field. You may wish to include details of the economic benefits or impact on social or cultural or health practices in your field (if applicable).  

 6. Ethical considerations- You should briefly discuss any potential ethical issues related to the proposed area of research. For example, you might consider the sensitivity of your topic to social groups, individuals or special-interest groups and discuss how you would seek to mitigate any potential difficulties or conflicts of interest arising as part of your research. Key ethical issues such as anonymity, confidentiality and informed consent in the context of your research should also be discussed. 

7. Timeframe- Provide an estimated timeline of the PhD/MPhil thesis, considering whether you are applying for full or part-time study. Consider what you would be doing in each year of your PhD/MPhil and when each of the different phases of the PhD will start and finish (e.g., systematic review, interviews, fieldwork, analysis, writing the draft etc). This will help us to evaluate the feasibility of the project. 

8. References – You should include a complete reference list (not included in the word count). Please use the reference style that you have used for your most recent studies and apply this consistently.  Formatting: Make sure that the formatting of the document is consistent throughout and that the structure is clear (i.e., in a logical order that it is easy for the reader to follow).  

PhD by Published Works
(i) a list of the publications on which the application is based (at least five publications as sole or senior author);
(ii) a personal statement of no more than 1000 words outlining:
· the area(s) in which you have been working
· a brief description of the research undertaken
· when and where the research was undertaken
· for any co-authored works, a statement as to the contribution you made to the publication
· a declaration that none of the works on which the application is based have formed part of the submission for any other degree awarded to you; works submitted for another degree awarded to you will not be accepted in the submission
· evidence (possibly as appendices) that issues around ethical approval, commercial funding and intellectual property have been properly considered
(iii) a letter of support for the application from an academic who knows you professionally.

St Mary’s University, Waldegrave Road, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, London TW1 4SX
Switchboard 020 8240 4000, www.stmarys.ac.uk

St Mary’s University, Twickenham. A company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales under number 5977277
Registered Office Waldegrave Road, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, London TW1 4SX. Registered Charity Number 1120192
image1.jpg
% St I_\/Iary_’s
< University
Bk Twickenham
"  London




