
 

Teaching Abroad 

Can I do my Induction Year Abroad? 

Induction can be served in schools abroad, including British schools abroad.   

 New Teachers – TES 

 GOV.UK 

How about in Ireland? 

Teachers who complete their teaching qualifications in the UK are required to complete an induction peri-

od prior (i.e. a period of post-qualification professional practice (e.g. N.Q.T. or Induction year) to returning 

to Ireland and seeking recognition. See information from the Teaching Council.  

How do I get a teaching job in Ireland? 

All school teachers in the Republic of Ireland should be registered with the Teaching Council. 

If you qualified to teach outside of Ireland, you must first apply for recognition of your qualifications (UK 

teaching qualifications are recognised), then apply for registration. 

At primary level, you would normally be granted conditional recognition to teach for up to five years, during 

which time you are required to learn to teach in the Irish language. After this there is a probationary period 

to gain full recognition. 

At post-primary level, EU citizens with recognition in an EU country are granted provisional recognition 

pending a decision on their application. In some cases, a shortfall in academic or professional qualifica-

tions is identified, which must be addressed through an aptitude test or adaptation  period  within a given 

timescale; most  commonly, this shortfall is in the area  of the History & Structure of the Irish Education 

System and is, usually addressed though an aptitude test. A year’s teaching experience is also required 

for full registration, though it is possible to get a teaching job in Ireland with conditional registration and 

then go on to complete the required experience. 

Please note that for both primary and post-primary level you are required to be a fully qualified teacher in 

your home country (for example the UK) and that this should include your required post-qualification peri-

od of practice such as the NQT or induction year. 

Teaching jobs are advertised in local newspapers and online. Applying directly to schools is another im-

portant means of getting a teaching job. A list of all schools and their addresses can be found on the De-

partment of Education and Science website. 

 Vacancies can also be found at: www.educationcareers.ie 

Finally, Grad Ireland is another resource for learning more about entry level opportunities. 

http://newteachers.tes.co.uk/news/guide-new-induction-rules/46335
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/269288/induction_for_newly_qualified_teachers.pdf
http://www.teachingcouncil.ie/latest-news/important-notice-for-those-commencing-a-teacher-%20%20education-%20qualification-outside-of-ireland-from-2011.513.html
http://www.teachingcouncil.ie/
http://www.education.ie/
http://www.education.ie/
http://www.educationcareers.ie
http://gradireland.com/career-sectors/teaching-and-education


Is a PGCE valid abroad? 

A  PGCE and subsequent professional qualifications gained after successfully completing the induction 

year (QTS in England and Wales, SFR in Scotland) do not necessarily qualify you to teach in another 

country. This depends on where you wish to work as all countries have their own rules and regulations. 

Most overseas schools will require applicants for teaching posts to have a recognised degree and in prac-

tice most jobs would require you to be a fully qualified teacher with experience. 

In  Europe  the  teaching  profession  is covered  by the  general  system  for the  recognition of profes-

sional qualifications across EEA member states. Teaching qualifications are not automatically recognised 

by single EEA states, so you have to apply for recognition in the country where you want to teach. 

Some countries do not require an application for recognition to teach in the private sector e.g. France. For 

others e.g. Greece, you need to apply for recognition in both public and private sector work. Getting recog-

nition does not mean you will find it easy to get a job, as competition may be high. Fluency in the local lan-

guage will be expected in most countries, except in English medium schools - www.cobis.org.uk. 

For specific requirements in non-European countries you will  need  to  contact  the teaching professional 

body for the countries you are interested. Also, be aware that in some countries, e.g. Germany, Canada or 

the USA, different regions or states operate under different policies so you will need to contact local edu-

cation departments for information. You will need a working visa or permit for certain countries. 

I am an NQT - can I teach in Europe? 

The answer to this will vary with the type of school and whether you want to teach in private schools or in 

public education. Assuming you want to teach the subject/age range relevant to your training, the following 

information may help: 

The teaching profession in Europe is covered by the general system for the recognition of professional 

qualifications across European Economic Area (EEA) member states. You receive confirmation of your 

professional qualifications (QTS in England and Wales, SFR in Scotland) after you have successfully com-

pleted your induction year. 

As teaching qualifications are not automatically recognised by specific EEA states, you have to apply for 

recognition in the country where you want to teach. Getting recognition does not guarantee a job and you 

will find most jobs require at least one year’s experience and local language fluency. For further infor-

mation on English speaking schools and other EU vacancies see: 

 COIS 

 COBIS 

 European Commission 

 Jobs – TES 

What about outside Europe? 

Generally speaking you would need to have a recognised teaching qualification, (a UK PGCE is accepted 

http://www.cois.org/page.cfm?p=2227
http://www.cobis.org.uk/page.cfm?p=902
http://ec.europa.eu/eures/home.js?lang=en
https://www.tes.com/jobs/


in most places whilst the GTP is often not), and register with the professional teaching body for the coun-

try where you want to work. If moving to that country permanently you need to meet the immigration crite-

ria for that country and profession, or get a temporary visa. 

Experience is also a prerequisite in some countries. In America, for example, they only take qualified UK 

teachers and currently look for BA/BEd qualified teachers with QTS or PGCE courses with 3 years teach-

ing experience, although they do sometimes consider pilot teachers who have completed their probation-

ary year in the UK. 

As in Europe, fluency in the local language is expected unless you are applying to a British School - see 

above. If language fluency is an issue, consider English speaking nations such as the USA, Australia, 

New Zealand and Canada. These websites and organisations may be useful: 

 Teach with EPI 

 ITES Online 

 TES 

 VIF Program 

 Teaching Australia   

 Australia Teachers   

 Teach NZ 

 ED Gazette 

 CICIC 

 Apply to Education 

This material can be provided in alternate formats. Please ask a member of the Careers team. The 

Careers Service believes all material published here to be accurate at the time of publication. June 

2016 © The Careers Group, University of London. 

http://www.teachwithepi.com/
http://www.itesonline.com/ForTeachers/AboutOurProgram.aspx
http://www.tes.co.uk/
https://www.vifprogram.com/
http://www.teachingaustralia.com.au/
http://www.australiateachers.com/
https://www.teachnz.govt.nz/
http://www.edgazette.govt.nz/
http://cicic.ca/
http://www.applytoeducation.com/

